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Good afternoon everyone.  Thank you to Florida for making time for NACE, it’s great to be here!!

I am Jacob Thorius, the 2023 Secretary Treasurer of the National Association of County Engineers (NACE), and I am the County Engineer for Washington County, IA (located in SE Iowa)

Joining me is Josh Harvill, the 2023 Southeast Vice President of NACE, and he is the County Engineer for Chambers County, AL (located in eastern Alabama)

Our hope in the time we have today is to give you a general overview of who NACE is, what we do and where our focus areas have been.

Before we get started today we would like thank Florida for your strong leadership in NACE.  We can’t thank you enough for assigning George Gadiel as your State Director.  George is engaged and is an advocate for Florida at NACE.  He recently made the trip to Tennessee in October for our Board of Directors meeting and is a Co-Chair for the Member Services Committee.  We appreciate his commitment to NACE.

We would also like to acknowledge six NACE Former Leaders (presidents) from your state:
1956 & 1957 John Benson, Jr.
1958 Leighton Hester
1976 Gordon Hays, Jr.
2007 George Webb
2014 Ramon Gavarrete
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Current NACE Executive Committee being sworn in last April in Orange Beach, Alabama during the President’s Reception of our annual conference this past year.



NACE Members
• County Engineers
• Public Works Directors
• Road Managers/Supervisors
• Highway Superintendents
• Traffic Engineers
• Land Surveyors
• Highway Department CAO’s
• Bridge Engineers
...........and their staffs

“The Voice of County Road Officials”
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We are not just County Engineer’s.  As you can see on this list, we are really an organization of those who are responsible for taking care of our county roads.

We are those who make the decisions about design, maintenance, purchasing and operations.

We also have members that are responsible for solid waste/landfills, public transit and airports

Ultimately the member is the County with a designee, usually the head of the department or engineering, as the voting member.  Additional county staff can be added to the roster of the member county.



Member States
North East
Indiana
Michigan – 100%
New Jersey
New York
Ohio 

South East
Alabama – 100%
Florida
Kentucky
Maryland
Mississippi
Tennessee
Georgia

North Central
Illinois – 100%
Minnesota – 100%
Montana
North Dakota
South Dakota – 100%  
Wisconsin – 100%
Wyoming

South Central
  Iowa – 100%
  Kansas
  Louisiana
  Missouri
  Nebraska
  Oklahoma
   Texas

Western
Arizona
California – 100%
Colorado
Idaho
Oregon
Washington – 100%
Utah
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With over 30 states (33 to be exact), representing over 3000 counties nationwide – our voice is heard not only on Capitol Hill but has been hear in the White House at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.  

Also cant thank our 100% states enough for the support and leadership they provide to our great organization.  We cant do what we do in DC without each states participation!




• Emergency Preparedness
• Pavement Preservation
• Safety & Technology
• Structures and Environment
• Unpaved Roads

• Awards
• Constitution & Bylaws
• Corporate Services
• Legislative
• Membership

NACE Committees
GET INVOLVED
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There are several opportunities for you to get involved with at NACE.

We have five technical committees where you can network with others to learn about or share you experience/knowledge on any of these topics.  These technical committees also help come up with the ideas and speakers for our technical sessions at our Annual Conference.

We also have five other committees where you can get involved in the operations/support/advocacy of NACE and our peers from across the country.
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Here is a picture of a group of NACE County Engineers/Staff from Texas, Illinois, Iowa, Tennessee and Ohio who had the opportunity to travel to a workshop in Denver that was put on by the Short Span Steel Bridge Alliance (SSSBA) to learn more about steel bridges and how we can utilize them as we work to rebuild our aging infrastructure.

This is a great example of the opportunities that are out there for NACE members to gain knowledge they can bring back to their home counties.
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We hope you will join us in Palm Springs this coming April as California hosts NACE 2024.  This is shaping up to be a great conference.
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Note, the dates this year will be different than normal because of the Coachella music festival that is going on the weekends before and after NACE

Monday is the traditional Welcome Reception we typically have on Sundays.  There will be golf tournament that afternoon as well.

Tuesday will be the night for your State Night Dinner
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Wednesday will be full of technical sessions and our Conference Wide Event

Thursday will have more educational opportunities and will when we have our President’s Reception and Annual Banquet





Hotel Reservations 
open December 4th
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Because of Coachella you will not be able to book rooms at the hotel the weekend before or after at the conference rate

Also recommend booking flights sooner than later
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Join us in 2025 as the Illinois Association of County Engineers hosts NACE in Schaumburg, a suburb in the northwest Chicago area



NACE 2026
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I invite you to join us in the State of Texas as they will be hosing NACE 2026.  Kevan and Staci are currently evaluating options for host cities with the Texas planning group and we hope to have a location secured in the next few months.



NACE Executive
Director 

Kevan Stone
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Here is a picture of NACE President Jeff Blue and NACE Executive Director Kevan Stone checking out the great Dick Butkus.

Kevan works tirelessly for NACE and is a great advocate for us on The Hill in Washington DC.  He understand the legislative process and has been instrumental to us making inroads on the Hill to let leadership know NACE is here to be a resource for them and to help advance concerns of our organization.





Thank you FACERS!

Jacob Thorius, P.E.
Washington County, IA

NACE Secretary Treasurer 2023-2024
thorius@co.washington.ia.us

Josh Harvill, P.E.
Chambers County, AL

NACE SE Vice-President 2023-2024
Josh.Harvill@chamberscountyal.gov
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