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CITY OF SARASOTA 

3

• Population: ~ 60,000
• Roundabout: 13 
• Traffic Signals: 93
• City Streets: 232 miles
• Street Lights: 4,535
• No. 1 in Florida & Top 10 

places to live in the U.S. 



RINGLING TRAIL 
COMPLETE 

STREET

• Case Study for lane 
repurposing project to 
reassign roadway space to 
achieve other purposes such 
as safety, economic 
development, and mobility 
for all users.
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MULTIMODAL 
CONNECTIONS 
PLAN

• City Commission 
adopted the plan 
in 2019

• Ringling Trail 
Complete Streets
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RINGLING TRAIL COMPLETE STREETS
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PROJECT CORRIDOR



REGARDING THE ALIGNMENT 
PLANNING CONSISTENCY OF THE 
MPO-SUN TRAIL
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• Completing the path Collier County to 
Pinellas County

• Statewide Sun TRAIL Network

FLORIDA GULF COAST TRAIL



ENTERING DOWNTOWN
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LEGACY TRAIL EXTENSION

• 500,000 Users 
Per Year
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LIGHT TRAFFIC

Approaching US 41, 
traffic goes down.

Less than 10,000 
AADT: Great 
candidate.  Capacity 
will most likely not 
be affected.

10,000-20,000: Good 
candidate.  Review 
signal timing.

More than 20,000: 
Capacity may be 
affected. 
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TWO-LANE AT ENDS



CONCEPT PLAN 
KEY DECISION
• Two-way or one-way separated 

bike lanes?

• Simpler and safer to have one-way 
lanes.

• Don’t have to cross bicyclists
back over at the ends.
Save more parking and wouldn’t have 
vehicles on the wrong side of the 
median.
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LANE REPURPOSING

Ringling Blvd. is 
not an evacuation 
route.

Great range for 
reimagining as a 
Complete Street.
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TRAFFIC STUDY – 
KEY FINDINGS

• Pre-COVID traff ic  counts were used.

• Traff ic  has been decreasing overal l  
the past  5 years and is  lower than it  
was in 2002.

14,920 cars in 2002 down to 7,900 in 2019.

• Assuming 1%/yr traff ic  growth 
through 2040,  repurposing the 
outside lanes wil l  general ly result  in 
good traff ic  f low and wil l  remain 
within the City’s  adopted LOS.

• Four (4)  r ight-turn movements to 
monitor .   

• Left  turn to be added at  Ringling 
Blvd.  and East  Ave.



OUTREACH –  
OVERWHELMINGLY 
POSITIVE RESULTS

Public Survey

Get a sense of preferences
Get overall feedback
Note comments

Mailers sent out to adjacent parcels

Neighborhoods and other 
stakeholder groups contacted to 
participate
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DESIGN APPROACH

Give a whole-
hearted invitation 
for bicyclists to 
get out and bike.  

Imagine a relative 
bicycling it.

Would you want to 
bike it?
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STAKEHOLDER ENDORSEMENTS



THE LEGACY TRAIL EXTENSION 
IN SARASOTA COUNTY WAS 
COMPLETED IN MARCH 2022.
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RINGLING TRAIL TYPICAL SECTION
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CROSS-SECTION – 
EAST OF US 301



DESIGN/BUILD

Ajax  Paving of  F lor ida ,  LLC  was  
selected as  the contractor

Burgess & Niple Civil 
Engineering

DWJA Landscape Architecture 

Tota l  c ost  for  1 -mi le  c orr idor :  
$2 ,758 ,477 .40 .   

Design
Milling & Resurfacing

Striping, Signage, Marking, & 
Signals

Landscape Islands & Irrigation
ADA Ramps & Bus Landing 
Islands
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BEFORE & AFTER
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CROSS-SECTION – 
WEST OF US 301



BUS LANDINGS
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LANDSCAPE ISLANDS
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GREEN PARKING 
STOPS



GREEN PARKING 
BUMPERS

• ITE and other states utilize 
parking bumpers

• Low speeds 25 mph or less
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BEFORE & AFTER

• Parking Bumper
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BIKE RAMPS AT 
ROUNDABOUTS
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LEGACY TRAIL CONNECTION
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RINGLING TRAIL COMPLETE STREETS



CONSTRUCTION
Innovative MOT & Construction 
Phasing

Obstacles:

2 declared natural disasters
Unforeseen conditions

Stakeholder Coordination

Communication Outreach
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CONSTRUCTION
May 2022  –  Dec ember 2022

Mi l l  &  resur face ent i re  mi le

Skipped areas to be redone in the near future

US 301 intersection done at night

I r r igat ion l ines  insta l led by  d i rec t ional bore

Gett ing -used -to  phase for  dr ivers  and del ivery  
vehic les
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PINE AND RINGLING 
ROUNDABOUT

• Invitation to Bid 
for Construction 
May 2023

• FDOT Local 
Agency Program 
(LAP) Project
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CONSTRUCTION
Innovative MOT & Construction 
Phasing

Obstacles:

2 declared natural disasters
Unforeseen conditions

Stakeholder Coordination

Communication Outreach
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RINGLING TRAIL COMPLETE STREETS RIBBON 
CUTTING



RINGLING TRAIL APWA FLORIDA CHAPTER 
PROJECT OF THE YEAR 2023
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RINGLING ROUND 2



Completed Projects



BAY RUNNER TROLLEY

• 13 Months in 
Service

• Over 150,800 
passengers in 
first 12 months

•      _
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BEN FRANKLIN SOLAR 
LIGHTING 

• ST Series Solar 
Street Lights

• 1.6 miles of 
Sea Turtle 
Nesting Zone
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BEN FRANKLIN SOLAR 
LIGHTING

• ST Series Solar 
Street Lights

• 1.6 miles of 
Sea Turtle 
Nesting Zone
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THE BAY RUNNER

T h e  B a y  R u n n e r  i s  a  f r e e  t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e  
c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  b e s t  S a r a s o t a  k e y s  a n d  
D o w n t o w n  f o r  a n  u l t i m a t e  o u t d o o r  
F l o r i d a  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  B a y  
R u n n e r  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  e n j o y a b l e  
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  r e d u c e s  t r a v e l  t i m e ,  
c o n g e s t i o n  a n d  m a k e s  g e t t i n g  a r o u n d  
e a s i e r  f o r  v i s i t o r s ,  r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  
e m p l o y e e s .

1 3  M o n t h s  i n  S e r v i c e

O v e r  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  R i d e s  
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VEO MICROMOBILITY

• 13 Months in 
Service

• Over 150,000 
Rides 

• 150 new vehicles, 
total fleet of 550 
vehicles

•      _
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SIDE WALK CAFÉS 

• 85 permitted 
sidewalk cafés  
in Sarasota for 
2022

• Updated 
ordinance
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PARKLETS

• 11 permitted 
parklets 
in downtown 
Sarasota for 
2022

• 21 parking 
spaces are 
being utilized

• Each parking 
space costs 
$25/day
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Upcoming Projects
2023 Onwards
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SARASOTA SUN TRAIL ALIGNMENT



BOBBY JONES GOLF COURSE 
AND NATURE PARK

• 261-Acre 
Conservation 
Nature Park

• Conservation 
Easement 
(Conservation 
Foundation 
Fundraising 
Agreement)
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• Upcoming 
Project

• Connection to 
Legacy Trail

• Connection to 
Future Sarasota 
County Park

53

BOBBY JONES TRAIL



THE LEGACY TRAIL – 
ALDERMAN MURT

• Construct multi-use 
path that extends The 
Legacy Trail through S 
Payne Park to connect 
to East Ave and 
Alderman St.

• FDEP Recreational 
Trails Program grant 
candidate
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• 30% Design

• Pedestrian 
improvements

• Undergrounding 
Utilities

• Modify 
Stormwater

55

BOULEVARD OF THE 
ARTS STREETSCAPE



• Project 
Evaluation 
underway

• Community 
Input 
underway
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ST. ARMANDS 
COMPLETE STREETS



Engineering Design Criteria Manual Update



FLORIDA GREENBOOK
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Engineering Design Criteria Manual Update
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ENGINEERING FLORIDA



QUESTIONS
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THANK YOU

Nikesh Patel

Nikesh.Patel@SarasotaFL.gov 

Images courtesy of www.VisitSarasota.com
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