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2 0 1 5  S U M M E R  E D I T I O N  

W e have reached mid-summer in Florida again, which 
means that it is time for several things:  hot, humid 

weather, local government budget preparation, a change in 
FACERS officers, and hot, humid weather.   

The new FACERS officers were sworn in at the June meeting in a 
very hot, humid Ponte Vedra.  Faith Alkhatib will be serving as 
Treasurer, Joseph Kunkel will be serving as Secretary, and Doug 
Gable will serve as Vice President.  After a long, hard fought 
election, I am honored to serve as your president.  (Overheard 
at the Board meeting… “why are we filling out ballots when 
there’s only one name?”). 

I have been tied up in long budget meetings all summer, as I am 
sure you also have.   This budget season comes with the usual challenges.  If your po-
sition is like mine, you are discussing with your elected body community priorities 
and how we as managers of infrastructure fit into those priorities.   Everyone seems 
to know that our nation’s infrastructure is reaching state of critical disrepair.  Why is 
the discussion so difficult? 

We will likely always be at the losing end of the priority argument and there’s a sim-
ple reason: there are not a lot of ribbon cuttings held for resurfacing projects, the 
press doesn’t show up to do a front page story on the replacement of lift station 
pumps, and nobody even knows what CIPP lining is, why it’s being done, or even how 
to spell it.   

But that is the job we face and the challenges are what make that job fun and inter-
esting.  The challenge of finding alternatives, new solutions is what keep days inter-
esting.  That challenge is likely why we aspired to be engineers.  If adding to that chal-
lenge is a budget constraint, then so be it.  We should continue to do our best to edu-
cate the public and policy makers, convey what we know in a simple understandable 
way and then find the best answers with the resources we available.   

We as engineers, tend to find the solutions that others can’t or believe don’t exist.  It 
is a little bit innovation, a little unconventional application, and a little making-do 
with what we have.  It is what we do and we should be proud of it.  Look to the joy in 
the opportunity to do what we want.  Don’t let the funding part get you down. 

FACERS News           

Editor-in-Chief–        
Amy Blaida  

Amy.blaida@rsandh.com  

 

FACERS President 2015/2016 

Jim Harriott, Deputy County 

Manager for Public Works and 

Growth Management, Alachua 

County 

https://www.facebook.com/FACERS.ORG
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FACERS MISSION 

The Florida Association of County Engineers and Road Superintendents (FACERS) is en-

trusted by professional obligation to monitor and offer opinions on related local, state and 

national legislation affecting transportation and public works; to contribute to the develop-

ment or revision of statewide standard specifications and guideline documents; and to pro-

vide a forum for the exchange of ideas, technical information and best practices to assure 

every community of the best possible engineering available. 

FACERS is a chance to share that pride 
and learn about what others are doing 
and problems they are facing.  The 
meetings give us a chance to share 
ideas and solutions through project 
presentations from your peers.  Ideas 
and problems are shared in open 
round table discussions.  It is a chance 
to build a support network that will 
help us face the challenges of the fu-
ture.   

I hope you attend if you haven’t before or continue attending.  If you have never 
attended, please accept this as a formal invite.  If you have attended a FACERS 
meeting, we look forward to seeing you at the next meeting.  Please keep an eye open 
for our Fall Meeting, November 18-20, 2015, at Omni Amelia Island Plantation - Nas-
sau County.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Well…that’s one way to do it! 

President’s Message 

If you missed the John Oliver Infrastruc-

ture video during FACERS Annual 

Meeting, check it out at this link: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wpzvaqypav8  

“Infrastructure”       

by John Oliver 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wpzvaqypav8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wpzvaqypav8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wpzvaqypav8
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2015/2016 FACERS Officers and Board of Directors 

President 

James K. Harriott, Jr. 

Alachua County 

Vice President 

Doug Gable 

Polk County 

Treasurer 

Faith Alkhatib 

Flagler County 

Secretary 

Joe Kunkel 

Orange County 

Past President 

Judy Grim 

Volusia County 

Active Member Director 

Jonathan Page 

Nassau County 

Active Member Director 

Mounir Bouyounes 

Marion County 

Active Member Director 

Scott Herring 

Nassau County 

Active Member Director 

Shane Parker 

Hendry County 

Active Member Director 

Fred Schneider 

Lake County 

Sustaining Member     

Director 

Amy Blaida 

RS&H 

Executive Liaison 

John Goodknight 

Goodknight Consulting 

NACE State Director 

Todd Buckles 

Volusia County 

NACE Officer               

(Past President) 

Ramon Gavarrete 

Highlands County 

Municipal Member     

Director 

Bob  Gordon 

City of Temple Terrace 

 

Pictured below: FACERS 2015/16 Officers from L to R: Faith 

Alkhatib, Doug Gable, Jim Harriott and Joe Kunkel. 

http://www.facers.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/2015Officers.jpg
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SAVE THE DATE 

FACERS FALL MEETING 

November 18-20, 2015 

Omni Amelia Island Plantation - Nassau County  

You will need to register for the FACERS 

Meeting in order to reserve a hotel 

room. Please note that there is no FEE 

to attend FACERS Meetings. 

Agenda will be released at a later date. 

FACERS CEU Information 
As always, CEUs are offered at no charge to all who attend FACERS Annual 

Meeting (June) and Fall Meeting (Nov). To clarify how Florida is handling the re-

porting of CEUs, pursuant to the recent rule change to 61G15-22.008, Record 

Keeping, Florida Administrative Code,  FACERS is not required to report CEUs to 

the Florida Board of Professional Engineers (FBPE); and the FBPE will do ran-

dom audits after renewal and that is when they will ask for certificates. These au-

dits occur once every two years. So please hold on to your CEU certificates that 

are emailed to you following each meeting. If you desire, you can provide your 

certificates to Nancy Wilkins (NWilkins@fbpe.org)  with FBPE and she will log 

your CEUs for you (but please note that this is NOT required). If you have lost 

any of your certificates, or have any additional questions or concerns, please con-

tact the CEU Chair Amy Blaida at 813-468-4576 or amy.blaida@rsandh.com.   
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From the Planning Phase…. 

http://www.countyengineers.org/events/2015/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.countyengineers.org/events/2015/Pages/default.aspx
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To Implementation…. 

http://www.countyengineers.org/events/2015/Pages/default.aspx
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Of Pavement Preservation…. 

http://www.countyengineers.org/events/2015/Pages/default.aspx


 

Page 9 

And Barefoot on the Beach…. 

http://www.countyengineers.org/events/2015/Pages/default.aspx
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To Ramon’s “Last Stand”…. 

http://www.countyengineers.org/events/2015/Pages/default.aspx
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It was a HUGE SUCCESS!!!!! 
FACERS extends a special THANK YOU to all who 

made it happen! The Sponsors and the Planning 

Committee stepped up to make this joint show a 

HUGE success for NACE, FACERS and APWA-FL! 

http://www.countyengineers.org/events/2015/Pages/default.aspx
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Project Spotlight #1 

On January 14, 2013, the Flagler County 

Board of County Commissioners approved 

the Small County Road Assistance Program 

(SCRAP) Agreement with the Florida Depart-

ment of Transportation (FDOT) to design 

and construct the widening (adding bike 

lanes) and resurfacing of County Road 201/

John Anderson Highway from State Road 

100 to the Volusia County Line.  The Project 

length is approximately 3.952 miles .   

 

Historically, John Anderson Highway once 

connected Miami to Jacksonville, Florida, un-

til it was absorbed into the longer Dixie 

Highway around 1915.  Portions of John An-

derson Highway still exist in Flagler, St. Johns 

and Volusia Counties. 

The $1.74 million design and construction 

project is being completed using in-house 

staff and equipment from the Road and 

Bridge division of Public Works, with the ex-

ception of the asphalt surfacing and thermo-

plastic striping, which was awarded to Hali-

fax Paving, Inc. for $1.05 million.    

In January, 2015, staff notified all property 

owners and residents of Flagler County’s 

portion of John Anderson Highway of con-

struction activities which would commence 

in the next 60-90 days and that their mail-

John Anderson Highway Widening and Resurfacing 
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boxes might have to be relocated in order to 

accommodate the increased width of the 

roadway.  

In late March 2015, staff mobilized to the 

site and began excavating the shoulders in 

preparation for the 5’ bike lane widening on 

both sides of the existing roadway.  The 

placement and compaction of approximate-

ly 13,000 tons B-11 shellrock road base ma-

terial in the bike lanes was completed at the 

end of May 2015.  Intersection and drive-

way removal, as well as mailbox relocation 

and shoulder re-grading, was completed by 

the Road and Bridge department in the be-

ginning of June.  On June 11th, Halifax Pav-

ing, Inc mobilized to John Anderson High-

way and began laying the structural leveling 

course of asphalt to the roadway.  The fric-

tion course of asphalt was completed on 

June 17th.  In all approximately 9,500 tons 

of asphalt were laid on roadway at an aver-

age depth of 3”.  Halifax Paving is nearing 

completion on the installation of the 

thermoplastic roadmarkings, striping 

and bike lane symbols and staff is await-

ing delivery of the new FDOT approved 

signage.  The project is scheduled to be 

complete on or before August 31, 2015.   
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Project Spotlight #2 

Lake County just completed a Roundabout, funded through FDOT, at the intersection of 

CR 455 and 561 Astatula, Florida.  In July 2010, an Engineering Study was performed by 

CES, Inc., funded by FDOT to justify the installation of a roundabout.  Engineering was 

provided by BESH, Inc. of Tavares, with oversight from County Engineer’s Office.  The 

roundabout has an inscribed diameter of 180 feet.   

The Cost of Construction for the project was $1,240,000.00 and J. Malaver was the con-

tractor.  The original roads and intersection were built by FDOT in the 1930’s.  The origi-

nal intersection included CR 561 as the through road with stop signs for CR 455.   The 

original intersection also had 4 Ramps with bi directional traffic at each leg of the inter-

section (see aerial photo).   The traffic volumes on this roadway are 8,000 N/S and 3,000 

E/W.  The construction of the roundabout was very complicated for both existing grades 

and maintenance of traffic.  The grade at the center of the roundabout was elevated 5 

feet  to provide improved approach speeds and sight distance.  The Contractor construct-

ed 4 phases of temporary roads in order to keep traffic moving.  Road closures were not 

allowed except for temporary events. 

New Roundabout @ CR 455 and 561, Astatula, FL 
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FACERS ANNUAL MEETING 

June 17-19, 2015 

Sawgrass Marriott - St. Johns County  

Loreen Bobo, PE        

I-4 Ultimate Construction Pro-
gram Manager    

I-4 Ultimate Update       

http://i4ultimate.com/  

Mark Mongeau, PE         

VP 

Ardaman & Associates, 
Inc.   

It’s Now What’s Up, But 
What’s Down 

http://i4ultimate.com/
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Jim Stivender, PE, Lake County Public Works Director 

Chris Evers, President, Evers Infrastructure Group 

Let’s Fix Funding!!! 

Steve Fowler, PE, Project Manager, RS&H, Inc. 

When the Ship Hits the Span! The Mathews Bridge Repair 

Full Video Here: https://vimeo.com/97370834  

https://vimeo.com/97370834
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Jaime Carreon      

Network Administrator & 

Project Manager  

University of Florida Trans-

portation Technology Trans-

fer Center—T
2   

         

T
2
 Update                            

Lora B. Hollingsworth, PE 

Chief Safety Officer 

FDOT               

FDOT Safety Program  

Chester Henson, PE 

State Traffic Standards Engineer 

FDOT 

FDOT Lighting Standards Discussion  
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George Webb, PE 

County Engineer 

Palm Beach County 

FACERS Roundtable Discussions 
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Thank you for attending the FACERS 

ANNUAL MEETING on June 17-19 

@ Sawgrass Marriott - St. Johns 

County. It was a huge success!! 



 

 

 

 

 

FACERS Fall Meeting Sponsorship Form 

November 18-20, 2015 

Omni Amelia Island Plantation, Nassau County, Florida 

AVAILABLE SPONSORSHIP 

$250 

Recognition on signage during the 3-day FACERS meeting (please email 
company logo to amy.blaida@rsandh.com) 
 
Special recognition and speaking opportunity during the FACERS Social 

Night Thursday, November 19, 2015  
 

***Please note credit card payments now accepted*** 

NAME:__________________________________________________________________________ 

COMPANY:_____________________________________________________________________ 

DAYTIME PHONE: (         )_____________________________________________________ 

EMAIL:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Now Available- pay by credit card at this link!!  

*OR Form and check must be received no later than November 1, 2015 

*Please return form with the check 

*Invoice provided upon request 
 

MAKES CHECKS PAYABLE TO: “FACERS” - Mail to RS&H, ATTN. Amy Blaida, 301 E. 
Pine St., Ste. 350, Orlando, FL 32801 

Questions to: Amy Blaida, FACERS Sustaining Member Director, 813-468-4576;  
amy.blaida@rsandh.com  

Page 22 

mailto:amy.blaida@rsandh.com
http://fl-counties.site-ym.com/store/view_product.asp?id=4990323
C:/Users/BentA/Documents/Amy Blaida Folder
mailto:amy.blaida@rsandh.com
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FACERS Membership 

FACERS accepts membership applications for the following categories: Active, Mu-

nicipal and Sustaining. You can join FACERS at this link : FACERS Membership. As 

a member of FACERS, you will receive regular communications via email, the Quar-

terly FACERS Newsletter, and you will have the ability to attend the FACERS Annual 

Meeting and FACERS Annual Legislative Meeting (including the FACERS Social 

Nights) at NO COST.  

 

Member Type Descriptions: 

 

Active - County Engineers, Public Works Directors, County Road Superintendents, 

etc., who are regularly employed on a full time basis by any one of the Counties of 

the State of Florida. 

 

Municipal - City Engineers, City Public Works Directors, City Road Superintendents, 

etc., who are regularly employed on a full time basis by any one of the Cities of the 

State of Florida. 

 

Sustaining - All other persons who are interested in the affairs of FACERS. 

 
*Select your Fee Type (All FACERS Members can also sign up for an additional 
fee to be a member of NACE): 
 
Explanation of fees 
 

 FACERS (public agency employees/Active & Municipal Members) - $75  

 FACERS (non public agency employees/Sustaining Members) - $125  

 NACE (National Association of County Engineers) - $150  

After your registration is complete, please send your check to: 

 

Make checks payable to "FACERS" 

FACERS 

c/o Florida Association of Counties 

100 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 

Government employees receive 1st 

year of membership for FREE!! 

http://www.facers.org/?page_id=59
http://www.facers.org/?p=2023

