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FACERS News 
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 3  W I N T E R  E D I T I O N  

H ello and greetings to my fellow FACERS members 
across the State.  I have never been much for “New 

Year’s Resolutions” -   not that I have anything against resolu-
tions, I have just learned that for me setting the arbitrary date 
of January 1 to begin to try something hard and/or unpleasant 
is no way to begin the New Year.  It is enough of a resolution 
just to try to make sure I use the correct date when signing 
checks, etc.  I have noticed that the gym was really crowded 
and now those crowds are thinning considerably, which is ap-
preciated.  Whether you are a “resolutioner” or not, you un-
doubtedly entered 2013 with thoughts of the New Year and 
things that you want to accomplish, whether it is figuring out 
how to justify an extra million on one of your CIP projects or 
managing to cut your budget (yet again!) by some arbitrary 

number handed down by the Omnipotent Manipulators of the Budget without losing per-
sonnel or chaining them to their desks. 

FACERS, as an organization, is no different.  When the Board of Directors met in No-
vember 2012, and recently on February 16, 2013, we discussed many of the goals 
(resolutions) of FACERS for a successful 2013 for the organization.  Whether it is our 
continual resolution to put on top notch technical conferences (yes, planning for June 26
-28 in Tampa is underway) or more long term resolutions such as strengthening our re-
lationships with the Florida Association of Counties (FAC), Florida Department of Trans-
portation (FDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), I am proud that 
steps are being made and we are working to make our organizational goals happen.   

Recently, for example, we made our first presentation to the newly elected commission-
ers at the “New Commissioner Workshop” on January 10, 2013.  This gave the new 
commissioners in Florida an idea of what Publics Works (and FACERS) is all about and 
we hope to continue to do this after every election.  This is evidence of the strengthen-
ing of our relationship with FAC and just one example of the hard work your Board of 
Directors and Executive Liaison are doing to help FACERS keep our “resolutions” (see 
more about this on page 4). 

As you reflect on what went well in 2012, what could have gone better and how you can 
improve personally and professionally in 2013, I hope that you realize that FACERS 
should be a part of your plans.  If you have not attended a conference in a year or so 
make 2013 the year!  Active involvement in FACERS won’t make you lose weight or 
help you stop smoking but I promise you it can make you better at what you do.    

FACERS News 

Editor-in-Chief–        
Amy Blaida 

Next Edition                
May 2013 

Submission Deadline for 

the next Issue is 

04/20/13 

 

FACERS President 2012/2013 

Jonathan Page, Nassau County 



Page 2 

 

 

  

  

FACERS MISSION 

The Florida Association of County Engineers and Road Superintendents 

(FACERS) is entrusted by professional obligation to monitor and offer opinions 

on related local, state and national legislation affecting transportation and 

public works; to contribute to the development or revision of statewide 

standard specifications and guideline documents; and to provide a forum for 

the exchange of ideas, technical information and best practices to assure    

every community of the best possible engineering available. 

FACERS Scholarships 
FACERS has partnered with several companies involved in public works to 

provide scholarships at four Florida universities. The most recent FACERS 

Scholarship recipient is Ms. Maria R. 

Martinez from Florida International 

University.  

Maria is a Dean’s List student at FIU, 

majoring in Civil Engineering. She works 

in the Student Support Service Program 

as a math and science tutor and as a 

Learning Assistant for the Math Depart-

ment. Maria recently completed a re-

search project for the McNair Program 

and an internship for Eastern Engineer-

ing. She will be graduating in spring 

2014, wishing to continue her education towards a Master’s 

degree by working as an engineer at the same time. 

FACERS was recently advised that the University of Central 

Florida will be awarding a scholarship on behalf of FACERS at 

their upcoming Awards Luncheon on April 2, 2013.  

FACERS is pleased to provide scholarships to engineering 

students in the following universities: University of South Flori-

da, University of Florida, University of Central Florida and Flori-

da International University. Additional information on the FAC-

ERS Scholarship Program including universities, partnerships 

and past recipients, can be found at this link. 

Dear FACERS-Chastain Skillman 

Civil Engineering Scholarship 

committee,  

I was both surprised and honored to 

receive the scholarship from your 

organization. I am aware of some of 

the things you do for our communi-

ty, particularly in support of educa-

tion.  

I appreciate your confidence in me 

and willingness to contribute to my 

future education. I wanted to add 

my thanks for your support. It 

means so much to me and my fami-

ly to know that my success and 

achievement is important to you. I 

am planning to graduate in spring 

2014 as a Civil Engineer in hopes of 

one day becoming the CEO of my 

own engineering company. I can 

hardly wait.  

Again, thank you for investing in my 

future.  

Sincerely, Maria R. Martinez  

Ms. Maria R. Martinez 

http://www.facers.org/?page_id=22
http://www.facers.org/?page_id=22
http://www.facers.org/?page_id=22
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President, Jonathan Page, Nassau County 

Vice President, Ryan Douglass, Walton County 

Secretary, James K. Harriott, Jr., Sarasota County 

Treasurer, Judy Grim, Volusia County 

Past President, Fred Schneider 

Active Member Director, Todd Buckles, Volusia County 

Active Member Director, Douglas Gable, Polk County 

Active Member Director, R. Alan Holbach, Charlotte County 

Active Member Director, Christopher Mora, Indian River County 

Active Member Director, Faith Alkhatib, Flagler County 

Sustaining Member Director, Amy Blaida, RS&H 

FACERS Executive Liaison, John Goodknight 

NACE State Director, Scott Cottrell, Sumter County 

NACE Officer, Ramon Gavarrete, Highlands County 

2012/2013 FACERS Officers and Board of Directors 

Left to right:  Front Row: Jonathan Page, President, Nassau County; Faith Alkhatib, Active Member Director, 
Flagler County; Amy Blaida, Sustaining Member Director, RS&H; Judy Grim, Treasurer, Volusia County; Ramon 

Gavarrete, NACE Officer, Highlands County; Fred Schneider, Past President, Lake County 

Back Row: Ryan Douglass, Vice President, Walton County; Todd Buckles, Active Member Director, Volusia 
County; R. Alan Holbach, Active Member Director, Charlotte County; Scott Cottrell, NACE State Director, Sumter 

County; James K. Harriott, Secretary, Sarasota County; Douglas Gable, Active Member Director, Polk County 

Not pictured: Chris Mora, Active Member Director and John Goodknight, FACERS Executive Liaison 
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FACERS Presentation at FAC New Commissioner WorkshopFACERS Presentation at FAC New Commissioner WorkshopFACERS Presentation at FAC New Commissioner Workshop   

On January 10, 2013, FACERS participated in the New Commissioner 

Workshop conducted by the Florida Association of Counties (FAC) in 

Gainesville, FL.  This workshop is held biannually following each general 

election to help acquaint new commissioners with issues they will likely 

face during their term of office.  The presentation was made by John Good-

knight, FACERS Executive Liaison, with PowerPoint materials prepared by 

Ramon Gavarrete and George Webb.   

The discussion provided an opportunity to share information with new com-

missioners about how FACERS, as an affiliate of Florida Association of 

Counties, supports the Association and provides value to individual mem-

ber counties.  Key points of the presentation were:   

 FACERS’ role in supporting FAC’s legislative program by providing tech-

nical reviews of proposed legislation;  

 Significant accomplishments like negotiations with FDOT to change poli-

cy to reimburse local governments for the costs of signal and lighting 

maintenance;  

 Ongoing activities of the LAP Community of Practice, a collaborative ef-

fort by FACERS and FDOT to streamline the process for using federal 

transportation funds on local roads; 

 The importance of the Florida Green Book and MUTCD as guidance for 

decisions commissioners will face regarding traffic regulation and road 

design.   

Commissioners and FAC staff expressed appreciation for the presentation 

and encouraged FACERS’ continued participation in FAC programs.   



 

Page 5 

FACERS Presentation at FAC New Commissioner WorkshopFACERS Presentation at FAC New Commissioner WorkshopFACERS Presentation at FAC New Commissioner Workshop   

Below is a letter of appreciation from FAC’s Education Coordinator to John 

Goodknight: 
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Doug Gable is one of the newest FACERS Active Member Direc-

tors, and is our FACERS Member Spotlight this quarter!! Doug 

grew up in Edgewater, MD, and graduated from South River High 

School in 1983; he then enlisted in the US Air Force from 1984 to 

1988, where he was stationed in the Azores, Portugal from 1985 to 

1986.  He met his wife in Avon Park, FL in 1987 while stationed at 

the Avon Park Bombing Range—they were married on March 17, 

1989 (St. Patrick’s Day) in Bartow, FL (fun fact: served green beer 

at the wedding reception!!).  Doug Attended college at Louisiana 

Tech University where he graduated with a BS in Civil Engineering 

in 1996.  He worked briefly for a consultant in Shreveport, Louisiana and for the Louisiana 

DOTD before he decided to move back to Florida in 2000.  He worked for Highlands 

County BoCC from 2000 to 2002 and was involved with the construction of Sebring Park-

way Phase I.  He has been working for the Polk County BoCC from 2002 to present.  Ma-

jor projects have been (1) CR 54 (Ronald Reagan Parkway) road widening and (2) Ernie 

Caldwell Blvd – new four-lane roadway.  His current position is with the Transportation Di-

vision, Project Management Section, where he manages a group of Project Managers 

who are responsible for managing all of the transportation projects in the County CIP.  

Doug’s group also manages the resurfacing program, road drainage repair program,  and 

the new sidewalks program.  He has one daughter who is in the 9
th
 grade and attends the 

International Baccalaureate School at Bartow High; and his son is in 6
th
 grade and attends 

Union Academy Middle School in Bartow.  For fun, he enjoys playing soccer in an adult 

recreational league.  His family enjoys the outdoors and recently went on a canoeing trip 

down the Suwanee River.  On occasion, Doug can be found sampling craft beers.  

on 

Now is the time to join Facebook because it is official: FACERS has a FACEBOOK page!!!  

Here is the link or you can click on the “Facebook” image above: 

https://www.facebook.com/FACERS.ORG 

The FACERS Board has agreed to create a FACERS Social Media Committee and to utilize social media as an addi-

tional form of communication with its members. FACERS encourages the use of social media technologies to en-

hance communication, collaboration, and information exchange in support of the FACERS’ mission. 

Come “Like” us on Facebook and be part of the conversation! 

Come join 

FACERS MEMBER SPOTLIGHT                                              

Doug Gable, PE, Transportation Division, Polk County 

https://www.facebook.com/FACERS.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/FACERS.ORG


This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 

important part of adding content to 

your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask 

yourself if the picture supports or 

enhances the message you’re trying 

to convey. Avoid selecting images 

that appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thou-

sands of clip art images from which 
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 SAVE THE DATE– UPCOMING EVENTS!! 
FACERS Annual Meeting 

June 26-28, 2013 

In Conjunction With 2013 FAC Annual Conference 

Marriott Tampa Waterside Hotel, Hillsborough County, FL 

Registration for FAC Conference and  

Hotel Room Block will be open April 1 

NACE 2013       April 21-25          Des Moines, Iowa 

Each spring over 350 NACE members and other at-

tendees gather for the NACE annual conference (plus 

over 200 exhibit reps and 100 spouses/guests for 650-

700 total). Attendees include road and bridge officials — 

county engineers, highway superintendents, public works 

directors and more, all benefit from attending the NACE 

conference. The NACE 2013 Annual Meeting and Man-

agement & Technical Conference, "A Century of Service" 

will be hosted by the Iowa County Engineers Associa-

tion in Des Moines, IA from April 21-25, 2013. 

Planning is currently underway for the two-day FACERS presentation schedule (June 26 & 

27). Electronic CEU Certificates will be provided via email to all attendees following the 

meeting.  

The FACERS Awards Program will be held directly before the FACERS General Mem-

bership Meeting which is scheduled for Friday, June 28.  

The FACERS Social Night will be held at Jackson’s Bistro at Harbour Island—walking 

distance from Marriott Tampa Waterside Hotel—on Thursday, June 27, from 6-9pm. If 

you are interested in sponsoring the FACERS Social Night, please contact our Sustain-

ing Board Member Amy Blaida, at amy.blaida@rsandh.com or cell (813) 468-4576. 

NACE 2013 Annual Meeting and Management & Technical ConferenceNACE 2013 Annual Meeting and Management & Technical ConferenceNACE 2013 Annual Meeting and Management & Technical Conference   

http://countyengineers.naco.org/events/annualconf/Pages/NACE2013.aspx
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FACERS Membership 

FACERS accepts membership applications for the following categories: Active, Municipal and 

Sustaining. You can join FACERS at this link : FACERS Membership. As a member of FAC-

ERS, you will receive regular communications via email, the Quarterly FACERS Newsletter, 

and you will have the ability to attend the FACERS Annual Meeting and FACERS Annual Leg-

islative Meeting (including the FACERS Social Nights) at NO COST.  

 
Member Type Descriptions: 

Active - County Engineers, Public Works Directors, County Road Superintendents, etc., who are regu-

larly employed on a full time basis by any one of the Counties of the State of Florida. 

 

Municipal - City Engineers, City Public Works Directors, City Road Superintendents, etc., who are regu-

larly employed on a full time basis by any one of the Cities of the State of Florida. 

 

Sustaining - All other persons who are interested in the affairs of FACERS. 

 
*Select your Fee Type (All FACERS Members can also register as NACE members): 
Explanation of fees 
 

 FACERS (public agency employees/Active & Municipal Members) - $75  

 FACERS (non public agency employees/Sustaining Members) - $125  

 NACE (National Association of County Engineers) - $150  

After your registration is complete, please send your check to: 

Make checks payable to "FACERS" 

Sustaining Members 

If you are a Sustaining Member of the Florida Association of County Engineers and Road 

Superintendents (FACERS), your company logo can be displayed on the FACERS web-

site!!   

Sustaining Members, please send your logo to Jaime Carreon at the Florida Transporta-

tion Technology Transfer Center (T2) so that it can be posted (jacarreon@ufl.edu). 

Judy Grim 

FACERS Treasurer 

2560 W. New York Ave 

DeLand, FL 32720 

http://www.facers.org/?page_id=59
http://www.facers.org/?p=2023
mailto:jacarreon@ufl.edu


   Page 9 

Princess Place Preserve is a 1,500 acre 

county-owned and operated park located in 

northern Flagler County. This beautiful pre-

serve is rich in history and at-

tracts nature enthusiasts from 

near and far. The park en-

trance is located on Old Kings 

Road, where visitors enter the 

property along a long, narrow, 

unpaved roadway. The road 

extends to the original lodge 

and Florida’s very first in-

ground swimming pool, built 

along the bank of Pellicer 

Creek by Henry Cutting in the 

late 1800s. 

Along the route, the access 

drive crosses Styles Creek 

which, until recently, meant that vehicles 

must cross the tidal, brackish creek via an 

aging concrete slab one-lane bridge. Bridge 

inspection reports revealed a number of 

structural deficiencies making the replace-

ment of this bridge structure a critical priori-

ty for the County.  

Flagler County requested and received ap-

proximately $650,000 of funding from 

the Florida Department of Transpor-

tation as part of the American Recov-

ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to 

replace the structure. The project was 

advertised as a Design/Build project. 

An important aspect of the project 

was that the design of the bridge be 

context sensitive. The County wanted 

a design which would be consistent 

with its physical setting and would 

preserve the scenic, aesthetic, histor-

ic and environmental features of the loca-

tion, while meeting all of the technical spec-

ifications required under the federally fund-

ed program.   

A clear span timber cov-

ered bridge structure, 

supported by concrete 

abutments was the de-

sign of choice. The com-

pleted bridge has one 

single fourteen foot wide 

vehicular travel lane and 

eight foot wide pedestri-

an walkways on each 

side of the bridge. The 

bridge design incorpo-

rates a timber covered 

roof structure with six-

teen foot vertical clearance above the ve-

hicular travel lane portion of the bridge. The 

roof structure is an open truss design with 

tongue-n-groove wood roof decking with 

timber shingles. Lighting accents along the 

exterior support columns enhance the aes-

thetic appeal of the structure.  

FACERS Project Spotlight—Princess Place Bridge Replacement 

Submitted by Faith Alkhatib and Amy Kennedy, Flagler County 

BEFORE: OCT 2011 

AFTER: SEP 2012 
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2013 FACERS Awards Nominations 

Every year the Florida Association of County Engineers and Road Superinten-
dents (FACERS) honors a Public Works Employee, Small Agency or Ru-
ral* Engineer, Large Agency or Urban* Engineer and a Team Project 
of the Year for projects completed in the previous year. Awards are open to 
all individuals in public works, transportation and engineering in Florida's 
counties and cities. The Team Project of the Year category is a great way to 
recognize excellent work by our private sector partners/Sustaining Members. 

There is no requirement to be a FACERS member. Nominees receive a con-
gratulatory letter. Winners receive statewide recognition at the annual FAC-
ERS conference and are featured in the Technology Transfer Quarterly news-
letter. The Engineer award recipients may also qualify for national recogni-
tion. 
 
*Small Agency/Rural is defined as having a population less than 100,000. 
Large Agency/Urban is defined as having a population of 100,000 or more. 

To nominate someone, complete the form at this link and it will be automati-
cally e-mailed to a FACERS Selection Committee member. The committee will 
obtain all additional information to meet state and national criteria.  

If you have any questions, please email questions@facers.org, and 
we will get back to you as soon as possible. 

To submit photos with your submission, please email the photo files 
to webmaster@facers.org. Be sure to include information about the 
photos and which project they are associated with so that we may 
accurately match them to the submission. 

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS FRIDAY, 
APRIL 26, 2013. 

https://ufl.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_a4QSun7Omle5O6N
https://ufl.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_a4QSun7Omle5O6N
mailto:questions@facers.org?subject=2013%20FACERS%20Awards
mailto:webmaster@facers.org?subject=2013%20FACERS%20Awards%20Photos
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National Public Works Week (NPWW) is a celebration of the tens of 
thousands of men and women in North America who provide and 

maintain the infrastructure and services collectively known as public 
works. 

 

Instituted as a public education campaign by the American Public Works Association 

(APWA) in 1960, NPWW calls attention to the importance of public works in community 

life. The Week seeks to enhance the prestige of the often-unsung heroes of our society-

the professionals who serve the public good every day with quiet dedication. 

ABOUT THIS YEAR'S ARTIST: JANNIE HO 
This year, artist Jannie Ho shows the many facets of public works in a whimsical and bright illustration. 

Born in Hong Kong and raised in Philadelphia, Jannie studied at Parsons School of Design in New York. 

Her work appears in children’s books, magazines, toys, crafts and digital media. 

Announcing the 2013 National Public Works Week theme:  

"Because of Public Works..."         May 19-25, 2013 

http://www.apwa.net/discover/National-Public-Works-Week
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FACERS 2012 Legislative Meeting 

 

FACERS met in Sarasota, FL for the 2012 Legislative Meeting in November. The first two days were 

packed full of presentations and the FACERS even went offsite to visit some bridges that Sarasota 

County currently has under construction thanks to Jim Harriott. Thanks to everyone  who attended 

and participated. It was a highly attended meeting with some fantastic networking! 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SPEAKERS!!! 

Below are the speakers and events from the 2012 FACERS Legislative Meeting: 

Pavement Management – Clay County: Mike Holcomb, Atkins Global 

Thirsty Duck - Buoyant Flow Control Devices:  Jeff Glenn and Liz Bartell – RS&H; and Jon Moody, Thirsty Duck 

FDOT Roundtable: Duane Brautigam, FDOT 

Roadway Safety Audit – Pedestrian Safety: Craig Allred, FHWA 

Reducing Traffic Congestion and Improving Safety with Smart Signal Technology: Mark Sullivant, Rhythm 
Engineering 

Round Table Discussion – Public Works Legislative Issues 

Disaster and Emergency Management Workshop: Agustin Maristany, David K. Brauner – King Engineering 

Trenchless Technologies – More Than A Fad: Robert Kermitz, England, Thims & Miller, Inc. 

Generation X-Y: Amy Blaida - RS&H; and Chas Jordan - City of Largo 

Orange County 311: Brandy Davis, Lorenzo Williams – Orange County 

Strategic Highway Safety Plan Update: Joe Santos, FDOT 

Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century - MAP 21: Chris Richter, FHWA 

North Cattlemen Road/Benderson Park Project – Sarasota County: James Harriott, Sarasota County 

FACERS Social Night @ Marina Jack, Sarasota, FL 

FACERS Business Meeting 
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FACERS 2012 LEGISLATIVE MEETING 



Page 12 

 

For more information about these, or any other Workshops, please contact 

us at 352-273-1670 or visit our website at http://www.t2ctt.ce.ufl.edu. 

Upcoming Workshops —March ‘13-May ‘13 

http://www.t2ctt.ce.ufl.edu/t2ctt/default.asp
http://www.t2ctt.ce.ufl.edu/t2ctt/default.asp
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http://www.t2ctt.ce.ufl.edu/t2ctt/default.asp
http://www.t2ctt.ce.ufl.edu/t2ctt/default.asp
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http://www.t2ctt.ce.ufl.edu/t2ctt/default.asp
http://www.t2ctt.ce.ufl.edu/t2ctt/default.asp
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