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FACERS News 
A U G U S T  2 0 1 2  S U M M E R  E D I T I O N  

I hope that this issue of the newsletter finds you well.  We had 

a great Annual Conference and Meeting in June at the World 

Center Marriott in Orlando.   We had speakers on many inter-

esting topics, such as pavement management, design-build 

methodology, CCNA update, and much more! I would like to 

thank all of our speakers for their time and expertise.  We also 

now have a new slate of officers and directors for 2012/2013 

(see page 3) which is why after a relatively brief two-year pe-

ǊƛƻŘ L ŦƛƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

membership and am deeply humbled and honored to do so. 

What IS FACERS, daddy?  That was the first question my seven-year-old daughter asked 

me when she heard her mother and I talking after the June installation.  I also got that 

question from my 78-year-old father at our weekly lunch.  Things that make you 

ƘƳƳƳΧΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΗ  What a great question and one I probably could not have answered 

very well two short years ago.  I am sure that FACERS has a different meaning for each of 

our members.  Two years ago it was a great opportunity to go to a relaxed environment 

ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜŀǊƴ ǎƻƳŜ /9¦Ωǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻōƴƻō ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƪŜ-minded county staffers similar to 

me from around the state. Today I have come to realize that it is so much more.  Our 

mission statement says: 

 

 

There is no doubt that our membership has impact on the LAP procedures, Florida 

Greenbook edits, etc.   

FACERS News 

Editor and Chiefɀ Amy 
Blaida 

Next Edition              
November 2012 

Submission Deadline for 

the next Issue is 

10/26/12  

 

FACERS President 2012/2013 

Jonathan Page, Nassau County 

The Florida Association of County Engineers and Road Superintendents 

(FACERS) is entrusted by professional obligation to monitor and offer opinions 

on related local, state and national legislation affecting transportation and 

public works; to contribute to the development or revision of statewide stan-

dard specifications and guideline documents; and to provide a forum for the 

exchange of ideas, technical information and best practices to assure every 

community of the best possible engineering available. 
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To me, the greatest advantage of being a member of FACERS is that it is a forum for the ex-

change of ideas.  When I came to Nassau County almost 6 years ago, our Pavement Man-

ŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ нέ ƻŦ Ia! ƻǾŜǊƭŀȅǎ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ  Today, 

primarily through our involvement in FACERS and the confidence we have from the suc-

cesses of other member counties (and their support writing specs and bid packages) we 

ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊǳŜ tat ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉǳǘǎ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ  We are also embarking on the construction of the first GRS_IBS 

bridge in Florida which should (better be) under construction by the time the next newslet-

ter comes out or someone else may be writing it!  We are also bidding out the first FDR job 

in the County since the infamous failure of that process on a job completed shortly before I 

came to the County.    

Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƻƻǘ bŀǎǎŀǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǾŜǊōƛŀƭ ƘƻǊƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ 

that all of these ideas save the County hundreds of thousands of dollars and we would not 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŦŜŀǘǎέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƎŜǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

we call FACERS.  So, as I approach this year of FACERS leadership faced with the opportunity 

to serve as President, the question of What is FACERS? is on my mind quite a bit.  I now 

know what it is to me.  It is a group that fosters innovation while not re-inventing the wheel 

and strives to deliver projects and services faster and with the most value possible.  

 

But what is FACERS to you?  If you have a hard time answering that question, I encourage 

you to become more involved in the next year as we attempt to educate our Commissioners 

and the public on just that issue.  We are working with FAC to give us 15 minutes to answer 

that question for new Commissioners at their new Commissioner orientation in January 

2013, and hopefully every year following.   We have launched a FACERS Facebook page (LIKE 

US!! www.facebook.com/FACERS.ORG) to educate the public and update our members.   

 

FACERS is probably something slightly different to each member but like most things the 

more you put into it the more you will get out of it!  So as we look toward the FACERS Legis-

lative Meeting in Sarasota, November 28-30, I hope you clear your calendar and make plans 

ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 

answer to the question.  You might just learn something and save your county some money 

and time on your next endeavor as well!   

Presidentõs Message (cont.) 

https://www.facebook.com/FACERS.ORG
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President, Jonathan Page, Nassau County 

Vice President, Ryan Douglass, Walton County 

Secretary, James K. Harriott, Jr., Sarasota County 

Treasurer, Judy Grim, Volusia County 

Active Member Director, Todd Buckles, Volusia County 

Active Member Director, Douglas Gable, Polk County 

Active Member Director, R. Alan Holbach, Charlotte County 

Active Member Director, Christopher Mora, Indian River County 

Active Member Director, Faith Alkhatib, Flagler County 

Sustaining Member Director, Amy Blaida, RS&H 

NACE State Director, Scott Cottrell, Sumter County 

NACE Officer, Ramon Gavarrete, Highlands County 

Meet Your 2012/2013 FACERS Officers and Board of Directors 

Left to right:  Front Row: Jonathan Page, President, Nassau County; Faith Alkhatib, Active Member Director, 
Flagler County; Amy Blaida, Sustaining Member Director, RS&H; Judy Grim, Treasurer, Volusia County; Ramon 

Gavarrete, NACE Officer, Highlands County; Fred Schneider, Past President, Lake County 

Back Row: Ryan Douglass, Vice President, Walton County; Todd Buckles, Active Member Director, Volusia 
County; R. Alan Holbach, Active Member Director, Charlotte County; Scott Cottrell, NACE State Director, Sum-

ter County; James K. Harriott, Secretary, Sarasota County; Douglas Gable, Active Member Director, Polk County 

Not pictured: Chris Mora, Active Member Director 
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¢ƘŜ C!/9w{ {ƻŎƛŀƭ bƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ CǊŀƴƪƛŜ CŀǊǊŜƭƭΩǎ LǊƛǎƘ tǳō ϧ DǊƛƭƭ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нмΣ нлмнΦ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ 
all!!!! Thanks to all of our FACERS members who attended. And a special Thank You to all of our 
sponsors this year! 

FACERS ANNUAL MEETING 2012 


