
 

 

FACERS has been on the 

move, working with the 

Florida Department of 

Transportation (FDOT)  

the past four months.  On 

January 28, we partici-

pated in a joint FA-

CERS/FSITE/ITS and 

FDOT District Transpor-

tation Operations Engi-

neers (DTOE) meeting at 

District 6 Headquarters 

in Miami.  Palm Beach, 

Indian River, and Char-

lotte Counties, as well as 

the DTOE’ s  from four 

FDOT District Offices, 

made presentations on 

how the 2004 hurricane 

season affected them.  

Afterward, there was a 

good exchange between 

the Department and FA-

CERS, including informa-

tion about the removal of 

signal heads and tighten-

ing messenger wires be-

fore arrival of the storm.  

We also learned how 

mast arm installations 

performed better with 

the signal heads horizon-

tal rather than vertical.  

We discovered what 

FDOT has learned about 

the causes of failure of 

interstate overhead signs 

and the I-4 bridge over 

Escambia Bay during the 

passage of hurricanes.  

FDOT has  spent a great 

deal of time and energy 

learning from these fail-

ures and has discovered 

some interesting issues 

to help all of us prepare 

for the next storm.  Look 

for improved designs 

coming from the FDOT 

structural office in the 

near future. 

 

Looking to better support 

counties when, not if, we 

are hit by another hurri-

cane, FDOT has learned 

a lot, and we are all 

wiser from the experi-

ence.  The good news is 

that we should all be 

much better prepared for 

the next event. 

 

We need to work closely 

with FDOT, as they work 

on new polices for the 

use of mast arm poles for 

traffic signals and on how 

fast emergency signals 

need to be in place after 

a hurricane passes.  

These  new policies will 

definitely impact all Flor-

ida counties.  So keep 

your communications 

open with your FDOT 

District Office. 

 

On April 12, 2005, FA-

CERS met in Orlando 

with representatives 

from FDOT’ s  Tallahas-

see and District Offices. 

This was the second an-

nual FDOT/FACERS Co-

ordination Meeting in Or-

lando and the second for 

which FACERS set the 

agenda.  The meeting 

was well attended, with 

approximately 60 atten-

dees equally split be-

tween FACERS and 

FDOT.  We discussed 

topics ranging from mast 

arm versus stain pole 

installation, using pro-

jected traffic to satisfy 

warrants  for  traffic sig- 
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nals, the FDOT Local Agency 

Pro ject  (LAP) Program, 

FDOT ’ s “ push button”  con-

tracts, FDOT ’ s drainage per-

mitting, and FDOT ’ s improve-

ment of side streets during its 

construction contracts.  Each of 

these topics generated a good 

exchange of ideas and informa-

tion.  I think both FACERS mem-

bers and FDOT staff left with a 

better understanding of the needs 

and constraints of the other.  This 

can only result in a solid founda-

tion for future cooperation and 

better coordination between the 

State and Counties. 

 

If you did not know about this 

meeting, you have not been 

checking your FACERS web site 

(www.facers.org).  Future meet-

ing announcements will be posted 

on the web site and will also be 

e-mailed to the membership. 

 

 

 

 

2005 ANNUAL MEETING! 

FACERS ON THE MOVE (Continued) 

In case you have not yet 

checked the FACERS web site 

(www.facers.org) or the Florida 

Association of Counties web site 

(www.fl-counties.com), our An-

nual Meeting is 

fast approaching.  

It is scheduled for 

June 22 and 24 at 

the Tampa Mar-

riott Waterside 

Hotel and Marina 

in  downtown 

Tampa. 

Once again Bob Gordon and his 

staff in Hillsborough County 

have a full agenda planned for 

us, including an interesting 

field trip.  Carolyn Steves, 

FACERS Social Director, has 

planned a wonderful “ Social 

Event ”  at the Columbia Res-

taurant on Thursday night.  

Check out the story on the 

Columbia Restaurant (page 3), 

and let Carolyn know how 

many will be attending.  This 

will be an important meeting for 

the entire membership, as we will 

be deciding how the FACERS 

Scholarship Program will be han-

dled in the future.  As a member, 

we need your 

thoughts on this 

critical issue.  

Mark your cal-

endars, make 

your reserva-

tions with the 

hotel and with 

Carolyn Steves, 

and we will see you for fun and 

information dockside in Tampa on 

June 22! 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
June 21- 24, 2005 

2005 Annual Conference 
Register at  

www.fl-counties.com 



 

 

 

Carolyn Steves—FACERS Social 

Director and Project Coordinator 

for Reynolds Smith and Hills, 

Inc.—has scheduled our “Social 

Night ”  at the Columbia Restau-

rant in a portion of Tampa 

known as Ybor City, on Thurs-

day evening, June 23.   We will 

have a private room with a buf-

fet of Cuban/Spanish-inspired 

food.  However, Carolyn can ’ t 

do it all, so each of you has to 

help.  First, decide to attend.  

Then, let Carolyn know how 

many will be attending from your 

group by sending her an e-mail  

at carolyn.steves@rsandh.com 

or calling her at (941) 365-8539 

before June 6. Carolyn will have 

the Columbia ready to make sure 

we all have good food and fun!   

The Columbia Restaurant was 

founded in 1905 by a Cuban im-

migrant.  Today the Columbia 

Restaurant is Florida ’ s  oldest, 

and the world ’ s largest, Span-

ish restaurant.  

It began in Tampa ’ s Ybor City, 

(pronounced EE-bore) as a small 

corner café, known for its Cuban 

coffee and authentic Cuban 

sandwiches, frequented by the 

local cigar workers. Casimiro Sr. 

took over the restaurant next 

door in 1919 and converted it 

into an additional dining room.  

Over the years, Columbia Restau-

rant has attracted some of the 

most well-known athletes and 

entertainers, from yesteryear to 

today. From Babe Ruth to Derek 

Jeter, Lou Piniella, Ken Griffey Jr. 

and Barry Larkin; from Liberace 

to Steven Tyler of Aerosmith and 

Brian Johnson of AC/DC; from 

Jack Dempsey and Rocky 

Marciano to Evander Holyfield; 

from Marilyn Monroe and Liza 

Minella to Bo Derek, everyone 

enjoys the Columbia. Other recent 

visitors include Bruce Spring-

steen, George Clooney, Stephen 

King, Bryant Gumbel, Brooke 

Shields, Andy Rooney, and Lauren 

Hutton. 

Richard and Casey Gonzmart have 

completed several rewarding pro-

jects to celebrate the Columbia's 

100th anniversary, including 

building a brand new building 

housing a 5,000+ square foot 

kitchen in the Ybor City restau-

rant founded by their great-

grandfather. Florida's most mod-

ern, state-of-the-art kitchen is 

now in the state ’ s oldest restau-

rant. The new kitchen was built in 

what was a parking lot/delivery 

area on the south side of the res-

taurant.  

Anyone who attended the “Social 

Event ”  Carolyn planned for the 

annual meeting in Ft. Lauderdale 

last June or the Legislative Con-

ference in Sarasota last Decem-

ber knows that, when Carolyn 

plans a “Social Event”  for FA-

CERS, a great time will be had by 

all.  The last newsletter was full 

of pictures from our “Social 

Event ”  in Sarasota.  I am sure 

the next newsletter will have a 

glowing review of this “Social 

Event. ”   So don ’ t miss out on all 

the fun and fellowship with your 

friends from around the state.  As a 

very special benefit, the firm of Rey-

nolds Smith and Hills has offered to 

fund the entire meal for us.  This 

means we will only have to pay 

for our drinks, if any. 

REMEMBER, Let Carolyn Steves 

know how many are coming, so 

she can set it up with the Colum-

bia Restaurant.  Contact her at 

carolyn.steves@rsandh.com or 

call her at (941) 365-8539 before 

the first of June. 

 

COLUMBIA RESTAURANT, YBOR CITY! 

Excerpts from the Columbia 

Restaurant web site 

www.columbiarestaurant.com 



 

 

 

FAC 76TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE & EDUCATIONAL EXPOSITION! 



 

 

 

Wednesday, June 22, 2005 

9:00 am to l0:00 am - Presentation of District 7 Freeway Management Center and Current Status 

for Construction, Bill Wilshire, ITS Manager, FDOT District 7 

10:00 am to 10:30 am - Mid-Morning Break 

10:30 am to Noon –  2005 Hurricane Response Plan and District 7 Mast Arm Installation Policies, 

Gary Thompson & Dwayne Kyle, FDOT District 7 

Noon to 1:30 pm - Legislative Awards Luncheon 

1:30 pm to 2:00 pm - Networking Break 

2:00 pm to 3:30 pm – Application of Laser Scanning Technology for Architectural, Engineering, 

and Surveying Projects, Glenn Bryan, PBS&J 

3:30 pm to 4:00 pm - Afternoon Break 

4:00 pm to 4:30 pm – Legislative Update, Eric Poole 

4:30 pm to 5:30 pm - Round-Table Discussion - Non-Publishing of Bid Estimates and other topics 

of interest 

6:00 pm to 7:30 pm - President's Reception 

9:00 pm to 11:30 pm - Death by Chocolate Reception, sponsored by Waste Management 

 

Thursday, June 23, 2005 

8:30 am to 10:00 am – Feasibility of Establishing Railroad Quiet Zones, A Case Study, John Seals, 

King Engineering 

10:00 am to 10:30 am - Mid-Morning Break 

10:30 am to Noon –  Watershed Management Initiative, a Collaborative, Local Approach to Estab-

lishing TMDL ’ s and BMAP ’ s, Dr. Gerold Morrison, Hillsborough County Environmental 

Protection Commission , and Jack Merriam, Hillsborough County Stormwater 

Noon to 1:30 pm - FAC Installation Luncheon 

1:30 pm to 4:00 pm – Tour of the Tampa Bay Water Reservoir in South Hillsborough County,  

Amanda Rice of Tampa Bay Water, and Ed Copeland, HDR 

4:00 pm to 5:30 pm - General Membership - Board Meeting, Awards, and Installation of Officers 

7:00 pm to 9:00 pm – FACERS Social Outing at the Columbia Restaurant, Ybor City 

7:00 pm to 11:00 pm - President's Party and Family Night 

 

FAC ANNUAL MEETING, AGENDA JUNE 22 & 23, 2005 



 

 

Dear Members: 

The December 1-3, 2004, Legislative meeting was a huge success in Sarasota, Florida.  The technical pro-

gram was excellent.  The first day of our session addressed Hurricane Preparedness Recovery, FEMA and 

FDOT issues, personnel concerns, and FHWA reimbursements.  The second day included discussions on 

Stormwater Fees, canal dredging, MSTU ’ s and MSBU ’ s public private partnerships and a tour of the 

newly constructed Ringling Bridge over Sarasota Bay. 

A scholarship committee was formed by Bob Gordon of Hillsborough County to explore how best to estab-

lish a FACERS Scholarship and distribute it to engineering colleges throughout Florida. 

On our last day, we discussed cost-saving measures that could be applied to signal systems upgrades, fol-

lowed by our Board of Directors/Business Meeting. 

We want to give special thanks to Scott Cottrell, Hillsborough County, for putting together an exceptional 

program.  Also, thanks go to Carol Steves of Reynolds, Smith, and Hills for hosting the bridge tour and An-

drea Gwinn of Post Buckley Schuh & Jernigan, Inc. for providing our refreshments. 

We also want to express our appreciation for being invited to the FDOT workshops in Miami on January 26, 

2005.  Many topics were discussed relative to hurricane preparedness and lessons learned.  Our joint April 

12, 2005, FDOT meeting, which was held in Altamonte Springs, was very informative.  Topics such as sig-

nal pole and mast arm placement criteria, side street improvements, “push button ”  contracts, Lap Pro-

gram, countdown pedestrian features, and drainage issues where just some of the many discussion that 

took place.  We thank everyone for making the work session productive and interesting. 

FACERS is an excellent organization, which shares experiences and encourages the networking of Public 

Works professionals.  We hope you consider asking your colleagues to join FACERS.  Your participation 

makes the organization that much better.  Mr. Brian Barnes of Charlotte County would be glad to provide 

you with a membership application.  Local dues are only $50 per year. 

In closing, as always, we welcome everyone to attend any of our meetings or events.  We hope to see you 

at our June meeting in Tampa.  Hopefully you will be able to attend. 

Thanks. 

Mark V. Massaro 

President 

FACERS 

LETTER FROM FACERS PRESIDENT! 



 

 

Scholarship Committee: 

Bob Gordon, Chair/USF contact 

Ramon Gavarrete, UM contact 

Fred Schneider, UCF contact 

Andrea Gwinn, UF contact 

The Scholarship Committee has received initial responses from the University of Central Florida and the 

University of South Florida.  The consistent theme from these two universities is that a minimum of 

$25,000 is required/desirable to endow a $1,000 annually-recurring scholarship in the name of FACERS at 

these institutions.  Projected to all four universities, this would require a total of $100,000 to endow schol-

arships at each of the four major universities discussed at our general meeting held at the FAC Legislative 

Conference in Sarasota in December 2004.  Both of these universities have also suggested an alternative, 

where FACERS would manage our own annual scholarship fund, as we have done in the past.  USF has a 

mechanism whereby a contributor can sign a non-binding letter of intent, which puts the contributor on an 

annual mailing list from the Scholarship Foundation that indicates the awards date and deadlines for sub-

mittals of scholarships.  Also, there is a form for the contributor to list the minimum criteria that the con-

tributor wishes the university to follow in selecting an appropriate scholarship recipient.  

FACERS proceeds from the NACE 2004 National Conference total approximately $34,000 which, if allo-

cated totally to scholarships, would not quite endow $2,000/year (four $500 annual scholarships) at an as-

sumed interest rate of 4%.  If you perform the math on a principal sum of $34,000, the "sustainable" inter-

est rate to continue the perpetual award of annual scholarships at $500 apiece for the four universities is 

just under a 6% APR.  This is a fairly achievable rate of return, but we would have to examine the tax con-

sequences and impact to our non-profit corporation status of obtaining interest income on this money, even 

if we dedicate every cent of the interest income to scholarships. 

Another option the Committee will explore will include the feasibility of soliciting donations from public 

sector sponsors to the FACERS scholarship awards program.  This may be a viable method to reach a goal 

of $100,000 to endow a more meaningful $1,000 annual scholarship to each of the four universities.  Stay 

tuned, as we develop recommendations for consideration by the FACERS membership. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Gordon, Chair 

Scholarship Committee  

Bob Gordon, PE, Director 

Hillsborough County Public Works Department 

P.O. Box 1110 

601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 22nd floor 

Tampa, FL 33601 

Phone # (813) 307-1703 

Fax # (813) 272-5811 

Email: gordonr@hillsboroughcounty.org 

LETTER FROM SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE! 



 

 

As you know, during our June meeting, FACERS members elect new officers for the upcoming year.  Cur-

rent Officers and Directors are: 

FACERS Officers 

Mark V. Massaro, President (Orange County),  

Robert R. Gordon, Vice President (Hillsborough County) 

J. Todd Buckles, Secretary (Volusia County) 

Brian J. Barnes, Treasurer (Charlotte County) 

Board of Directors 

William Lecher (Alachua County) 

Alan Holbach (Charlotte County) 

Rock Aboujaoude (Hendry County) 

Frederick Schneider (Highlands County) 

Danielle Slaterpryce (Okaloosa County) 

John Goodknight (Sustaining Member) 

Past President 

Ramon D. Gavarrete  (Highlands County) 

NACE Director 

George T. Webb (Palm Beach County) 

All offices are up for election.  Any member meeting the requirements of the FACERS constitution can be 

elected.  We need our members to step forward, and let us know who is willing to serve.  As in the past, 

Mark V. Massaro would step down and become Past President.  The current Vice President would move up 

to President, and the Secretary would move up to Vice President.  The Treasurer position is for "life," 

unless he/she wants to move up.  This is not required by the constitution, and anyone can run for any of-

fice. 

John Goodknight, presently the Board Director representing FACERS Sustaining Members, has accepted a 

position in Marion County.  Congratulations to the new Marion Deputy County Engineer.  He can no longer 

serve on the Board of Directors representing the Sustaining Members.  Rock Aboujaoude, Hendry County 

Engineer, is leaving his position, which will open another seat on the Board of Directors.  

As you can see, we will need at least two new Directors and one new Officer this year.  If you are willing 

to serve in any office or on the Board of Directors and want to be considered for election, please contact 

Ramon D. Gavarrete at (863) 402-6877 or rgavarre@bcc.co.highlands.fl.us no later than June 6.  Ramon 

will be preparing the “ official ballot ”  for the general membership session during our June meeting.  

We are looking for a few good members to serve! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 



 

 

 

LOOKING FOR TRAINING! 



 

 

 

LOOKING FOR TRAINING (Continued) 



 

 

 

LOOKING FOR TRAINING (Continued) 


